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States Naval Reserves, where he was able to
further his education in engineering at numer-
ous training schools. After serving his country
with distinction, Stanley focused his energies
and efforts on working for the Colorado State
Highway Commission. Appointed by Governor
Love in 1965, he later became Chairman of
the Commission in 1973. During his career, he
was a model of service, focusing his time and
personal resources on the betterment of his
state and community.

Stanley is a pillar of the Glenwood Springs
community. His accomplished career address-
ing the transportation issues of the State of
Colorado over the past 55 years has earned
him the honor Citizen of the Year. Beyond his
important work in the transportation sector,
Stanley is also being honored for his great
work on various local causes. Stanley has
won numerous awards acknowledging his
commitment to the community. In 1991, the
Alumni Association of the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder gave Stanley the ‘‘Alumni
Recognition Award.’’ In that same year, the
Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Associa-
tion honored him with its first ‘‘Lifetime
Achievement Award’’. For all these reasons,
and many more, Stanley deserves the com-
mendation of this body.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank
you to Stanley for his dedication and service
to his community over the years and congratu-
late him on an outstanding career and on this
distinguished honor. He has worked hard for
our community and for our great state. He is
clearly deserving of the honor of being named
Citizen of the Year.

Stanley, we are all very proud of you and
grateful for your service.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a woman from my home State of
Ohio who in many ways exemplifies the quali-
ties of our greatest citizens. On March 11,
Vera Gillis will celebrate her 70th birthday.
Throughout her life, Vera Gillis has served as
an example of how hard work can touch the
lives of others.

To say Vera Gillis is still going strong would
be an understatement. This year, Vera will run
her church’s rummage sale and tutor numer-
ous students from overseas. Vera Gillis also
exemplifies compassion as she brings the Eu-
charist to those who aren’t able to attend
Mass every week. This year, she will welcome
home her children who will come from as far
away as Maine, Massachusetts, California,
Florida, Washington, D.C. and Belgium to cel-
ebrate her birthday.

Throughout her life, Vera has consistently
worked to make day-to-day life more meaning-
ful and enriching by bringing people together
with her overwhelming enthusiasm and won-
derful sense of humor. She has served as the
unofficial neighborhood ambassador since the
early 1960s when her growing family moved to
Westlake. Vera made sure everyone knew
each other, even if it was just getting together
at her house for an annual Christmas party.
Now a grandmother of six, Vera has always

made her home a special place for children.
Not only did she teach Spanish gratis to the
students at Holy Trinity Elementary School,
she also taught the neighborhood kids how to
swim, go Christmas caroling and even put on
musical shows.

She has been a steadfast and dear com-
panion to her ever-growing circle of close
friends. As an active member of Holy Trinity
Church and its affiliated school in Avon, Ohio,
Vera has contributed much more than even
the 20 years of playground duty would indi-
cate. Despite the many changes and the enor-
mous growth in Westlake and Avon as sub-
urbs, one of the constants has been the sense
of community that results when people like
Vera live there. Always quick to share a smile
or kind words, Vera Gillis has helped to bring
her community together.

One of Vera Gillis’ most notable achieve-
ments has been her dedication to teaching
English as a Second Language and American
Citizenship classes. Her never-ending pa-
tience and enjoyment in bringing people from
such diverse countries as Denmark, Poland,
and Japan together is truly remarkable. Rather
than just instructing people in the English lan-
guage or American history, she shows people
how to be neighbors, friends, and citizens. I
would like to thank Vera for her commitment
and service to the people of the State of Ohio.
My fellow colleagues, please join me in wish-
ing Vera Gillis a very happy 70th birthday.
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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, last night I
had the honor to participate in the celebration
of the 100th birthday of the National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST). As I
noted in my remarks at the event, NIST was
one of the very first and one of the most im-
portant actions Congress took at the beginning
of the 20th Century.

NIST was established to help bring ration-
ality to the profusion of standards that were
plaguing this country at the turn of the last
century. As to its future, it could be anything
from looking at the molecular structure of ce-
ramics or the security of our computers or
guidance to a small manufacturer on how to
update operations. We are indebted to NIST
for what it has done in the past as I am sure
we will be for what It provides us in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I doubt that very many people
are aware of NIST, its history and its impor-
tance to the nation. Since I touched on many
of these points in my address last night, I in-
sert the full text of my remarks for the informa-
tion of my colleagues at this point in the
RECORD.

STATEMENT ON NIST ANNIVERSARY, MARCH 6,
2001

It’s a delight and a privilege to join with
you this evening to celebrate the 100th birth-
day of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology. And I have to say that the
timing of this event is auspicious for me, in

particular. It’s great to be assuming the
chairmanship of the House Science Com-
mittee as NIST is celebrating its centenary
because the existence of NIST is concrete
proof that Congress can get some things
right when it comes to science and tech-
nology policy.

Establishing NIST was one the very first
and one of the most important actions Con-
gress took at the dawn of the 20th Century—
a century that was to see technology and
standardization change our world as never
before. And we are still reaping the rewards
of that foresight as we begin the 21st Cen-
tury.

I have to note, though, that while NIST is
richly deserving of tonight’s gala; the fes-
tivities are a little out of character for
NIST, which from the start has gone about
its business in an unassuming, even incon-
spicuous way. Even the law that created the
laboratory didn’t have a name—it was
known by the rather plain and workaday
designation, ‘‘the Act of March 3, 1901’’—a
date that has lived in neither infamy nor
fame, a date that no schoolchild has been
forced to memorize.

Given NIST’s ‘‘nose-to-the-grindstone’’
work ethic, its stream of consistent produc-
tivity without fanfare, its focus on the essen-
tial but largely invisible foundations of mod-
ern technology, one might think that a good
title for a history of NIST’s first century
would be ‘‘One Hundred Years of Solitude.’’

But how extraordinarily misleading that
would be—because the actual secret of
NIST’s success has been its ‘‘partnerships’’—
partnerships with the private sector, part-
nerships with other federal agencies and lab-
oratories, partnerships with state and local
governments. NIST is well known to the peo-
ple who keep our economy healthy, and it’s
NIST’s ability to work with just about any-
body that has kept it fresh, vital and valu-
able—as fundamental a key to American
prosperity as it was the day it was created.

NIST is a worthy and needed partner be-
cause its mission is problem-solving. NIST
was established to help bring rationality to
the profusion of standards that were afflict-
ing the United States at the turn of the last
century—a profusion that could have tragic
consequences when, for example, major fires
could not be extinguished because of varying
standards for hoses and hydrants. And that
problem-solving ethos has been maintained
to this very day—whether NIST is probing
abstruse questions about the molecular
structure of ceramics, or helping to ensure
the security of our computers, or providing
guidance to a small manufacturer on how to
update his operations through the Manufac-
turing Extension Program.

And we also still draw on NIST’s expertise
to solve problems that are endemic to the
economy as a whole—with the Advanced
Technology Program, for example, which has
helped a wide variety of companies pass
through the so-called ‘‘valley of death’’ that
can prevent good research ideas from becom-
ing good processes or products.

But tonight’s focus is not on the past—al-
though NIST’s record accomplishment pro-
vides plenty of cause for celebration. We’re
really here to make a downpayment on the
future by showing all the current and former
directors and staff at NIST how grateful we
are for their dedication, their imagination
and their insight. Working steadily and
fruitfully outside the limelight, they have
enabled our nation’s reputation for techno-
logical progress to shine.

Now it’s hard to know what the technology
of tomorrow will look like. History is lit-
tered with embarrassingly misguided pre-
dictions—a few of them even uttered in hear-
ings before the House Science Committee.
But I think it’s safe to say that, whatever
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